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30 March 1949

MFHMORANDUM FOR: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOh SPRCIAL OPFRATIONS

SUBJFCT: Security Aspects of Communications Purchases

l. Heference is taken 1o the meetlny on Communications between
ABSO and DPC representatives on March 29, wherein the security aspects
of commmnications equipment purchases were discussed.

2. As stated in that meeting it is our opinion that undisguised
purchagses of communications equipment by CIA constitutes & dangerous
security risk inasmuch as it affords an oppartunity to estimate the
extent and character of communications operations.

3. It is our understanding that ADSO concurs with the above
opinion, and it is therefore requested that the Commmications Division,
030, be instructed to avoid unclassified and openly vouchered purchases
of comminications =squipment for OFPC except in specific instances
authorized by OPC. Since in many cases OPC and 0S0 communications equip-
ment is identical but for minor details, a joint policy on the above is

recomuended.
Assistan eo or

Policy Coordination

M WA dB AN MR SN SR Ak N G M GF AW W S SN R A e N W W M A MW G B WP W W S AR W e e e e

e
0
eIt

30 March 19k9
T0: - Deputy Services Officer
FROM: Assistant Director, Special Operations 4

1. Forwarded to Deputy Services Officer as a matter pertaining to the
functione of his office.

/o/ I 25X1A92
Deputy Assistant Director _
Special Operations F

cct Comoe Dive
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CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY TO BE
FILED WITH

On the 30th. of March 1949, the Assistant Director of
Polley Coordination addressed a top secret memorandum to
the Director of Central Inteiligence Agency, requesting the
approval of a procurement program for a project sponsored
Jointly by Office of Poiicy Coordination and Office of Special
Operaticns, proposing that all purchases be negotiated and
pald for from unvouchered funds to be aliotted the afore-
mentioned activities. This memorandum is 1dentified by
CIA File Control No. 25389, It contalned the following
specific statement as to method of purchase:

The Procurement of all items should be made
in such a msnner that, if at 21l possible the
use of said equipment on the part of CIA in
general and Office of Policy Coordination
spezeifically is known to the smallest number
of people inasmuch as the character of the
equipment is such that its ultimste use can
be established with a minimum application of
imagination. :

Uncéer date of 13 April 1949, the Director, acting within
the scoreof his powers sz established bx Public Law 253, en-
titled the ‘"National Security ret of 1947," approved the
subject request as proposed in memorandum identified by file
Control Wo. 23257. This purchase was negotiated on a non-
competitive basis with s selected source of supply pursuant
to this authorization.
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